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The boy’s soccer “Revo-
lution” took a giant step for-
ward in the City of Quincy 
this past weekend when the 
America FC Revolution Un-
der-14 boys team qualified 
for MAPLE (Massachusetts 
Premier League Soccer), the 
state’s premier youth soccer 
league.

AFC Revolution, to earn 
their spot in MAPLE’s un-
der-15 third division for the 
2011, had to play against four 
other U14 teams throughout 
the state. The Revolution 
finished the tournament with 
a 2-2 record to become, ac-
cording to team organizers, 
the first Quincy boy’s team to 
earn a spot in the elite soccer 
league.

“To our knowledge, this 
is the first time a Quincy-
based boy’s team comprised 
of primarily Quincy boys has 
‘earned’ a spot in the compet-
itive MAPLE league,” said 
AFC club president James 
Abundis. “Us trainers and 
parents are all proud of them. 
They simply earned the right 
to play in MAPLE the old-
fashion way: through hard 
work.”

The Revolution started 

the tourney with a 2-1 upset 
over the top-ranked Raynham 
Renegades. The lone goal the 
team gave up came off an own 
goal; the team was routed in 
its second match, 3-0, by the 
John Smith Soccer Academy.

“The first match took a lot 
out of our players,” said Rev-
olution coach Charles De-
Baud, a former Quincy High 
School standout and current 
player for the Eastern Naza-
rene College men’s team. 

The Revolution sent only 
13 players to the tournament 
playing with only two substi-
tutes. In their game against 
John Smith the team lost 
their only remaining veteran 
defender Chris Poles to inju-
ry and their top scorer during 
the season, James O’Shea; 
both were out of play at the 
end of the first half and Poles 
was out for the reminder of 
the tournament.

During Sunday’s first 
match against Abbey Villa, 
the team was able to readjust 
without defender Poles in a 
defensive line that included 
players Stephen Beaton, U13 
player Jimmy Dalton, and 
Andreas Marvridis of Milton, 
one of two non-Quincy play-

ers.
“We dominated the match, 

possessed the ball most of the 
game, and had many scor-
ing opportunities – but we 
were not able to convert,” 
said Abundis. “Our get-by 
defense was not able to click 
well during the match though 
they started to develop some 
chemistry.”

In the final match against 
Crusaders United of Plym-
outh, the magic of the first 
match returned. The Revo-
lution won 4-1 to earn a 
2-2-tournament record and a 
berth in the MAPLE U15 Di-
vision next spring.

“It’s taken this group 
of boys over three years of 
hard work and commitment 
to training to enjoy this suc-
cess,” added Abundis.

At the tournament last 
weekend were players James 
Abundis (injured), Bjorn 
Almiri, Carlos Barbosa, Ste-
phen Beaton, Joey Critelli, 
Jimmy Dalton, Connor Dane, 
Stephen Gargan (Dorchester), 
Andreas Marvridis (Milton), 
Connor McGonagle, Cian 
Moriaty, James O’Shea, Chris 
Poles, and James Struga.

AFC Revolution U14 Boys 
Qualify For MAPLE

AFC REVOLUTION player Stephen Beaton makes a move on a John Smith Soccer Academy 
player during the MAPLE Qualifying Tournament last weekend. Joey Critelli (left) and Carlos 
Barbosa (right) watch from the sidelines.
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By JOE FLYNN
When former players, 

coaches and friends gather 
at this year’s North Quincy 
High School Alumni Schol-
arship Golf outing (June 28 
at Hyannis Golf Club), they 
will honor the remarkable 
and distinguished career of 
one of Quincy’s greatest 
role models to young men 
and women. Former educa-
tor, coach and mentor, Mario 
“Mike” Casali, will be hon-
ored at this year’s event at 
Hyannis Golf Club on Cape 
Cod.

For 30 years, until the 
early 1980s, Casali coached 
football, basketball and 
baseball at Central Junior 
High. He spent the last 15 
years of his career as a guid-
ance counselor in the Quincy 
Pubic Schools system.

“The amount of people 
that Casali has influenced is 
significant. He turned many 
young lives around and 
taught many others what it is 
to be a good person and how 
to be part of a team,” said 
Eddie Miller, former Quincy 
Athletic Director and North 
Quincy boy’s basketball 
coach.

The day is an annual high-
light for many because it pro-
vides an opportunity to visit 
and share stories and benefit 
the NQHS Scholarship Fund 
for deserving NQ graduates. 
The event has evolved from 
an annual NQ alumni foot-
ball golf outing to a live and 
silent auction raising over 
seventy thousand in scholar-
ship funds.

Each year, the tournament 
honors an individual who has 
made a positive influence on 
the lives of others. Honorees 
have included former NQ 

graduate and ECAC Com-
missioner Scotty Whitelaw 
and the late Billy Carroll, 
an outstanding student ath-
lete who played football for 
North Quincy in the 1970s. 
Last year’s honoree was the 
late Robert “Knobby” No-
lan, the legendary basketball 
coach and guidance counsel-
or at NQHS.

Casali grew up in Wol-
laston and is a former Cen-
tral student, playing foot-
ball, soccer and basketball. 
He went on to Quincy High 
where, after joining the Navy 
during his senior year, he re-
turned after two years of ser-
vice and graduated in 1946.

Before Casali’s tenure 
with Quincy Public Schools, 
he was an outstanding hock-
ey player at Boston Univer-
sity. In his senior year, BU 
won the NE crown, defeat-
ing Northeastern and Boston 
College.

After graduating from 
BU, Casali went to Newport, 
Rhode Island for two and a 
half years. He taught physi-
cal education in two junior 
high schools. From there, he 
began his tremendous legacy 
in Quincy Public Schools.

This year’s tournament 
will provide a unique re-
union for many of Casali’s 
former students and players. 
He was instrumental and in-
fluential in building founda-
tions and shaping the lives 
of so many at young impres-
sionable years.

Those who played under 
Casali recall the impact he 
had on their early lives and 
how he remained a constant 
even today.

“Coach Casali had a ma-
jor influence in my early 
days at Central,” said John 

Flynn, co-founder of the golf 
tournament and a former 
student-athlete who played 
three sports for Casali in 
the early 1970s at Central. 
“Coach Casali had a major 
influence in my early days 
at Central. His influence and 
mentoring have stayed con-
nected with me over the year. 
The principles, values and 
fundamentals he communi-
cated are with me today.

“I was on the other side 
of the city at Atlantic Junior 
High but knew of Coach 
Casali’s reputation,” said 
event co-founder Bobby 
Morton. “We had some very, 
very competitive games 
against Central in football, 
basketball and baseball. 
Coach Casali was always 
on the sidelines and boy did 
those Central kids play hard 
for him and respect him.”

Flynn, who played colle-
giate football at Trinity and 
Morton for Holy Cross, are 
both inductees into the NQ 
Football Hall of Fame. They 
too will wait in line with oth-
ers to thank and honor Coach 
Casali for his wisdom, re-
spect and care he delivered 
to so many in his 30 years of 
service.

This year’s tournament 
will be held at the Hyannis 
Golf Club on June 28. For 
information and registration 
on this year’s event, visit 
www.northquincyfootball.
com.

(Portions of this article 
were used from The Quincy 
Sun, July 1995 and April 
1997. Members of the tour-
nament committee emailed 
the article to The Quincy 
Sun office.)

To Be Held June 28 at Hyannis GC
Former Coach Mike Casali 

to be Honored At NQHS 
Football Golf Tourney

The North Quincy 
Apaches varsity, jayvee, and 
freshmen level teams will be 
accepting registrations for 
new and returning players 
on Saturday, June 19 from 
10 a.m. until 12 noon in the 
Colletta Field parking lot 
next to the public fountain 

in Merrymount Park.
To be eligible, players 

must be nine years old be-
fore the end of the year and 
players cannot be older than 
14 (third-eighth grade). You 
must bring a copy of the 
player’s birth certificate and 
proof of residence.

The registration fee for 
the 2010 season is $125 per 
player and practices begin in 
August.

For more information, 
send an email to nqapaches-
football.verizon.net.

The Houghs Neck Ma-
nets’ football and cheer-
leading squads, members of 
the Quincy Youth Football 
League and made up of chil-
dren from the Houghs Neck, 
Germantown, Adams Shore, 
and Merrymount sections of 
Quincy, will be holding a 
fundraiser on Friday, June 18 
from 7-11 p.m. at the Quincy 

Yacht Club.
The suggested donation 

is $20.
The monies raised will 

be used for uniforms, equip-
ment and most importantly 
scholarships so that no one 
is turned away because they 
cannot pay the $125/$100 
fee set by QYF to join the 
Manets as a football player 

or as a cheerleader.
The Manets’ football and 

cheerleading teams are made 
up of children in grades 4-8.

The event will also in-
clude a DJ, buffet, silent 
auction, raffle, a wine pull, 
and games.

For more information, 
contact Michelle Hanly at 
617-472-5948.

Apaches Signups June 19

Houghs Neck Manets To 
Hold Fundraiser June 18

The Boston Junior Rang-
ers Tier 1 Hockey Club will 
be hosting tryouts for their 
Under-18 and Under-16 
AAA Midget hockey teams 
on June 20 and 21 at the 
CDL Arena in Raynham and 
hockey players born from 
1992 till 1996 are invited to 
attend and tryout. 

The Junior Rangers play a 
full season schedule of 60+ 
games from September until 

early March. They are mem-
bers of the North American 
Prospects Hockey League; a 
USA Hockey sanctioned Tier 
1 League that includes teams 
from all over the United 
States. The Junior Rangers 
are the only New England 
team in the 36-team league.

“We are proud of our suc-
cess,” said team president 
Mike Condon, “we have put 
players in Junior A programs 

all over the United States and 
Canada and have even had a 
few guys go directly to col-
lege hockey from the Junior 
Rangers.”

There are currently open-
ings available at all positions 
and tryouts cost $65.

For additional informa-
tion and to register online, 
go to www.JrRangers.com or 
call head coach Mike Kelle-
her at 617-823-1587.

Boston Junior Rangers To 
Host Tryouts June 20-21

The Joy’s Sports Pro-
grams-Summer Camps 
2010 are currently accepting 
registrations for their week-
ly camps for boys and girls 
ages 6-14.

Participants may choose 

from basketball, soccer, or 
multi-sport sessions begin-
ning Jul 5.

The camps are held at 
the Broad Meadows Mid-
dle School and Joy Hanlon 
Field on Mound Street from 

9 a.m. until 1 p.m. The cost 
is $110 per weekly session 
with multi-week and family 
discounts available.

For additional informa-
tion, contact Director Rich 
Hanlon at 617-827-8697.

Joy’s Sports Accepting Registration


